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BUSINESS GROUPS ___

Forming Global Community Alliances:

Guyanese-American Business and
Professional Council Launched

By John L. Aaron

he recent launching of a network group named the
Guyanese-American Business & Professional Council
(GABPC) in New York is a welcome sign for a shrinking
world where humankind is becoming ever so interdepend-
ent. The saying that a man is not an island could not be more apt,
with the launching of GABPC at the Crowne Plaza LaGuardia.

The GABPC is a catalyst movement in an environment made
smaller with the proliferation of the World Wide Web and the
speed of communication via such media. The GABPC is truly a
microcosm of the society in which we live, where Guyanese can-
not be dependent upon Guyanese alone, but the broader Diaspora
demands that we form bonds for survival. The “marriage’” of
Guyanese and non-Guyanese American professionals in the for-
mation of the GABPC is indicative of the much-needed interde-
pendency of our global society.

Headed by President Leyland Hazelwood and First Vice
President Shanie Persaud, the group consists of entrepreneurs,
medical doctors and others representing dynamic sectors of the
business and professional communities. The inaugural gala event
at the Crowne Plaza was attended by more than 200 guests who
were entertained by a live band and an impromptu piano recital
by well-known Guyanese pianist Dr. Keith “the Professor”
Proctor.
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Borough President Helen Marshall (fourth from right) joined members of the Guyanese-American Business & Professional Council
at their launch gala at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.

One of the highlights of the evening was the inaugural recogni-
tion award presented to Queens Borough President Helen B.
Marshall, a Guyanese by parentage, who recently visited Guyana
for the very first time.

Sponsored by several non-traditional Guyanese support busi-
nesses, the event took on a feeling of a Guyanese-American
Chamber of Commerce, with a mix of mainstream commercial,
community-service businesses and private and public sector pro-
fessionals. Of note, was the strong support of the medical and
community health organizations. Clearly, the GABPC has identi-
fied community health as one of the areas in which they may play
a significant role in helping Guyana.

Dr. Roy Thomasson, CEO of the Young Business Trust of
America remarked, “...our business world is usually seen in
‘isms,” but is now seen simply as survival.” The keynote speaker
lauded the GABPC for, “having the vision to help others see
opportunities, not problems.”

The GABPC should be complimented not only for putting
together an amalgamation of talent and expertise to govern the
organization, but more importantly to develop the passion for
others to follow, while making a significant contribution to the
business, social and economic sectors of the Guyanese society.

For more information, the Guyanese-American Business &
Professional Council may be reached on the web at
www.GABPC.org
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