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UEENSBOROUGH: A BETTER QUEENS IS OUR BUSINESS business groups

82nd Street Business 
Improvement District
37-06 82nd Street, 3rd Floor
Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Ms. Devi, Sharada
(718) 335-9421 • Fax (718) 507-2977
www.82ndstreetbid.org

Asian Women In Business
42 Broadway, Suite 1748 NY, NY 10004
Ms. Wong, Bonnie
(212) 868-1368 • Fax: (212)868-1373
info@awib.org
www.awib.org

BNI (Business Network International)
387 Pelton Avenue 
Staten Island, NY 10310
(718)981-8600
Timothy M. Houston, 
Area Director
tmhouston@bni.com

Ecuadorian Chamber
61 Main Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601
Mr. Garcia, Edward
201-343-0138
Fax: (201) 488-2730

Flushing Chinese
Business Association
40-48 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11354
Mr. Koo, Peter
(516)850 -6620 • (718)961 -2931
Fax: (718)961-2935
peter@peterkoo.com

Forests Hills Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 751123, Forests Hills, NY 11375
(718) 268-6565
www.foresthillschamber.org

Greater Jamaica Development
Corporation
90-04 161st Street, Jamaica, NY 11430
Mr. Manshel, Andrew
(718) 291-0282 • Fax: (718) 658-1405
www.gjdc.org
amanshel@gjdc.org

Greater Woodhaven Development
Corporation
84-01 Jamaica Avenue, 
Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-0202 • Fax: (718) 805-2929
gwdcbid@hotmail.com

Guyanese American
Business and Professional Council
(718) 301-6272 • Fax: (718) 301-6272
shaniep@gabpc.org
info@gabpc.org
www.gabpc.org

Hermes International
26 West Chester Pike
Havertown, PA 19083
(610) 446-1463 • Fax: (610) 446-3189
Mr. Paul Kotrotsios
www.hermesexpo.com

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
76-11 37th Avenue, Suite 203
Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Ms. Vallejo, Vilma
www.hccq.org

JFK International Airport 
Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 300687, Jamaica, NY 11430
Executive Director
Mr. Auslander, Rudy
(718)551-1593 
jfkcoc@jfkny.com   
http://www.jfk-airport.org/

Junction Boulevard 
Merchants Association
35-22 B Junction Boulevard
Corona, NY 11368
Mr. Ferreira, John
(718) 899-6563 • Fax: (718) 424-4471
Erasmia9@aol.com

Maspeth Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 780265, Maspeth, NY 11378
Mr. Okane, James
(718) 779-1111 • Fax: (718)335-7137
www.maspethchamberofcommerce.com

Middle Village
Chamber of Commerce
79-02 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village, NY 11379
Ms. Broschart, Tania
(718) 326-0970 • Fax: (718) 326-4182

New York Women’s 
Chamber of Commerce
1524 Amsterdam Avenue, 
New York, NY 10031
Ms. Abreu, Quenia
(212) 491-9640  - Fax (212) 491-6019
www.nywcc.org

Queens Economic 
Development Corporation
120-55 Queens Boulevard, Suite 309
Kew Gardens, NY 11424
Mr. Ferdinand, Spencer
(718) 263-0546 • Fax: (718)263-0595
http://queensny.org

Romanian-American 
Chamber of Commerce
Zero International 
415 Concord Avenue, Bronx, NY 10455
Elias Wexler, President
(718) 585-3230
elias@zerointernational.com

Rockaway Chamber of Commerce
253 Beach 116th Street, 
Rockaway, NY 11694
Ms. Sulik, Liz
(718) 634-1300 • Fax: (718) 634-9623

Sunnyside Chamber of Commerce
31-10 Thomson Avenue, Suite M222
Long Island City, NY 11101
Mr. Vogt, John
(718) 482-6053 • Fax: (718) 609-2022
lukeadams@rcn.com

Turkish American Business
Improvement & Development Council
560 Lexington Avenue, 16th Fl
New York, NY 10022
Mr. Ozkok, Gokhan
(212) 696 1060 • Fax: (212) 696-2660 
Email:lukeadams@rcn.com
www.tabid.org

US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce
Northeast Chapter
1540 Broadway, Ste. 1400 
New York, NY 10036-4086
Mr. Ramos, Alesandro
(212) 471-4704 • Fax (212) 471-4701 
www.usmcocne.org

Woodside on the Move
39-42 59th Street, 2nd floor
Woodside, NY 11356
Mr. Reyes, Rosa M.
(718) 476-8449 • Fax: (718) 476-6946

By Simcha Eichenstein

When speaking about the meaning
of life Abraham Lincoln once
stated, “And in the end, it’s not
the years in your life that count.

It’s the life in your years.”   
Society values individuals for what they have

accomplished, not for how long they have been
around. All human beings have a deeply rooted
need to find meaning in the things that make up
the days of their lives.  

Every day dozens of men and women eagerly
make their way to a building on First Avenue in
the Sunset Park neighborhood in Brooklyn. The
building houses the Pre-vocational Program
operated by HASC Center, a not-for-profit
organization that provides a comprehensive
blanket of services for people with developmen-
tal disabilities. They come because this program
makes them feel needed and important.  It
inserts meaning and happiness into their lives
and makes them feel that in their own way they
are making a difference.  

They spend a good part of their day assem-
bling, packaging and producing a variety of
items ranging from batteries to shoe insoles and
bay leaf spice jars. Because their products are
often readily visible in the stores, which they fre-
quent, they have pride in themselves and their
accomplishment.  There is no job, too small or

too large, that they have not been able to han-
dle. Assembly, blister packing, shrink wrapping,
sorting and final packaging are routinely han-
dled.  Companies that have contracted with
HASC Center have been extremely satisfied
with the result.  This is no coincidence of course,
but is the direct consequence of a quality con-
trol check done by the program on each item
that is sent back to the vendor. 

Each job undertaken by the program is care-
fully studied to determine the ‘piece rate,’ which
then serves as the basis for wages to program
participants.  All work is supervised constantly
and errors corrected immediately. The final
quality control check assures that every piece is
properly assembled, sorted and packed.  

The program can arrange for pick-up and
delivery of merchandise at a time and place con-
venient to the vendor.  The use of fork lifts and
pallets assures that merchandise is handled
carefully and efficiently.   

HASC Center’s Pre-vocational Program, one
of many programs offered by the agency, helps
people find meaning in their lives, a sense of
contentment and satisfaction with who they
have become.  It also provides an opportunity
for vendors to find an inexpensive and high qual-
ity assembly and packaging service.

For interested vendors, the program can
be reached at 718-535-2015 or 718-535-
2002.

Because of the Queens Chamber of Commerce’s relationship with two of its distinguished mem-
bers, Queensborough Communty College was the recipient of office supplies donated by Unique
Office Solutions, Inc. 

Hundreds of rolls of scotch tape, calculators and staplers were given away to guests attending a
special event at Queensborough Community College called “Homes for the Homeless.”

This highlights the importance of business-education partnerships, and the good work the Queens
Chamber of Commerce does to foster these relationships.

Assembly And Packaging
Service Puts Disabled To Work

business groups

Chamber Helps Queensborough
Community College 


