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Queens Chamber of Commerce Announces Partnership with Hydro-Québec, Champlain Hudson Power Express, and Queens College to Create Pathway to Green Jobs for Young Adults

(QUEENS, NY) September 23, 2025—The Queens Chamber of Commerce is proud to announce an innovative partnership with Hydro-Québec, the Champlain Hudson Power Express (CHPE), and Queens College to launch a workforce readiness initiative that will prepare young adults for careers in the growing Green Economy. This new program bridges the gap between education and industry, giving participants the tools they need to succeed in a sustainable workforce. Through a series of workshops, on-site visits, and hands-on learning opportunities, students will gain practical knowledge tailored to the real-world demands of the green jobs sector.

“Queens has always been a leader in innovation and opportunity. This partnership not only equips our young people with the skills they need to thrive in the green economy, but also ensures that Queens businesses are directly engaged in creating a more sustainable future. Together, we’re building a pipeline of talent that will keep Queens — and New York — at the forefront of the clean energy transition,” said Tom Grech, President & CEO of the Queens Chamber of Commerce.

At the conclusion of the program, participants will earn a Queens Chamber Workforce Readiness Endorsement — certifying their working understanding of both green industry fundamentals and general business practices. In addition, ten standout participants will be chosen through a competitive process for mentorship, internships, and potential employment opportunities, recognizing their passion, potential, and commitment to environmental impact.

“Engaging and empowering students on workforce readiness is a smart decision for long-term economic development and community building,” said Pete Rose, Senior Director for Stakeholder Relations at Hydro-Québec. “We’re proud to partner on this unique initiative in Queens and to deliver renewable energy to the Big Apple next spring.”

"We are very pleased to work with both the Queens Chamber of Commerce and its green industry partners to grow and offer new opportunities for internships, mentoring and employment for Queens College students,” said Frank H. Wu, President of Queens College at The City University of New York. “We are widely known for our excellent environmental studies and business programs, a vital source of talents, skills and ambition. We look forward to a uniquely  productive collaboration."

The Chamber is calling on local business leaders to get involved by serving as mentors and industry experts. Mentors will play a direct role in shaping the next generation of leaders, providing insights into employment pathways and promoting best practices in sustainability.

About the Queens Chamber of Commerce: 
The Queens Chamber of Commerce is the oldest and largest business association in Queens, representing more than 1,400 businesses and more than 150,000 Queens-based employees. Its mission is to foster connections, educate for success, develop/implement programs and advocate for members’ interests. www.queenschamber.org.
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