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For Immediate Release
QUEENS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND CARIBBEAN BUSINESS CONNECTIONS UNITE TO AID JAMAICA’S HURRICANE RECOVERY

(QUEENS, NY) October 31, 2025—The Queens Chamber of Commerce, the borough’s oldest and largest business association, and Caribbean Business Connections (CBC), announced today a joint effort in support of Help Jamaica: Hurricane Melissa Relief Efforts, organized by the American Friends of Jamaica (AFJ).

“Our hearts go out to the people of Jamaica as they face the enormous challenges left in the wake of Hurricane Melissa,” said Tom Grech, President & CEO of the Queens Chamber of Commerce.. “Queens is home to one of the largest Caribbean communities in the country, and we feel a deep responsibility to stand with our friends and partners. Through this collaboration with Caribbean Business Connections, we aim to provide meaningful support to those affected and help them rebuild stronger than ever.”

“As proud members of the Caribbean community, we are deeply moved by the outpouring of concern and support from our fellow citizens,” said Lesleyann Samuel, President of Caribbean Business Connections. “By joining forces with the Queens Chamber of Commerce, we hope to not only deliver critical aid but also highlight the strength, compassion, and unity of the Caribbean business community. Together, we can make a lasting impact for families and businesses in need.”

According to AFJ’s website, the organization’s Board of Directors has created a $1 million Matching Fund to amplify support for relief and rebuilding in Jamaica. Every dollar donated through AFJ’s official channels will be matched by the Board, helping communities recover faster and stronger. Donations to support the cause can be made at https://theafj.org/.

About the Queens Chamber of Commerce: 
The Queens Chamber of Commerce is the oldest and largest business association in Queens, representing more than 1,400 businesses and more than 150,000 Queens-based employees. Its mission is to foster connections, educate for success, develop/implement programs and advocate for members’ interests. www.queenschamber.org.

About Caribbean Business Connections: 
Caribbean Business Connections (CBC) is the greater New York City and Long Island’s leading business networking organization, established to foster collaboration and growth among Caribbean enterprises. We provide essential connections and tools to help businesses thrive in our unique market. https://caribbeanbizconnections.com/home. 
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